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Dear Friends, 

 

 It is with great pleasure that I would like to welcome 

and introduce you to our first quarterly Newsletter “Feeding 

Hope News”!  In our first edition, you will find an introduction 

to CFWMC operations – new staff, highlight some programs  – 

Harvest Helpings Produce Program (which includes the 

MARC and PASS), and two events – Race To End Hunger and 

Farm Day In Town. Some of our programs have recently been 

implemented, while others have been on-going for many years.  

All are growing and expanding according to the need here in 

our community – Mercer County. 

 

 In future editions, we would like to keep you abreast of 

current/future events, campaigns, advocacy opportunities, 

updates on programs, (Military Share, Fill A Glass with Hope 

Charitable Milk Program, CSFP Senior Box Program and our 

Backpack Program), volunteer opportunities, spotlight on 

volunteers, history, board members, staff, agencies, clients 

(testimonies) and any other aspects of the CFWMC that you 

might find of interest. 

 

 We are always happy to be out and about, spreading the 

importance of our mission to feed the hungry in Mercer 

County!  This is just one more avenue to do that.  We feel that 

our donors, volunteers, supporters and our community at large 

are vital to our mission and we would like to thank all of you 

for giving us your support over our 34 years in existence.  Next 

year we will be acknowledging 35 years of service with an 

event to be announced in one of our future editions!  We hope 

you will join us in celebrating! 

 

 It is our intent to give you some information for you to 

share. So please, feel free to pass “Feeding Hope News” on to 

family, friends and neighbors!   

 

 May God bless you as abundantly as he has blessed the 

Community Food Warehouse of Mercer County!  

 

 

In service, 

 

Lori Weston 

Executive Director 
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Race to End Hunger 
 
The CFWMC is holding our Eighth Annual Race to End Hunger 5k/2 Mile Walk and Free Kid’s Fun 
Run on Saturday, September 23. This year’s race is being held at LindenPointe in Hermitage. All 
runners and walkers who cross the finish line will be entered into a drawing for a chance to win 
$1,000! 

 
The Race to End Hunger is one of our most important fundraisers, as all net proceeds enable us to 
purchase and offer additional food to our agencies, beyond what their budgets would normally allow 
them to purchase. The funds raised by the race became especially important last year, when the state 
budget did not pass for an extended period of time. We used the race money to extend a line of credit 
to our agencies, so that they could continue to serve families in need. In seven years, the race has raised 
over $200,000! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Register for the run, walk or kid’s fun run on 

RunSignup.com, by searching for “race to end 

hunger,” or by visiting our website and downloading a 

paper application. We hope to see you there! 

 

We are still accepting sponsors! Visit our website to 

learn more. 



Pictured below: Tim Slagle and Tony Kropp. 

Employee Updates 

 

We’re excited to announce that we’ve hired two new employees! 

 

After the retirement of our longtime Warehouse Manager, Scott 

Blair, we hired Tim Slagle, in June. 

 

This August, we hired Tony Kropp for a newly created role. Tony 

is our Inventory and Accounting Associate.  

 

Terry Evans, our CSFP (Senior Food Box) Coordinator will also 

be taking on the role of BackPack Coordinator, this fall. 

   

The CFWMC realizes the importance of healthy 

eating and healthy choices via fresh fruits/vegetables.  

We felt they needed to become a component of our 

distribution as much, if not more than, shelf stable 

items.  

   

As this became a focal point for the Feeding America 

network of food banks and thanks to the WalMart 

Foundation, who provided us with a 2017 Sprinter 

Refrigerated/Freezer van, we officially launched our 

Harvest Helpings Produce Program in July 2016.  

The van allows us to deliver the produce directly to 

the agency’s site and keep it cool and fresh.   

 

We have always distributed produce from our local Farmers, Grocery Stores and 

Individuals (Plant A row and Boaz Field) on a much smaller scale.  Now however, because of 

the Pennsylvania Agricultural Surplus System (PASS), we have increased our produce 

distribution from 14,465 lbs. in 2015 to 118,813 lbs. in 2016!  With PASS and the 

implementation of the MARC (Mid Atlantic Regional Coop), we are well on our way of 

surpassing 2016! 

  

PASS, an innovative program to put healthy, nutritious food grown by PA farmers into 

the charitable food system was funded for the first time in the PA 2015-16 budget through a 

proposal by Governor Tom Wolf.  Agriculture Secretary Russell Redding is instrumental in 

implementing this program throughout all 66 counties in PA.  “Hunger impacts every county 

in Pennsylvania,” said Secretary Redding.  “We have an estimated 1.8 million Pennsylvanians 

who struggle with where their next meal is coming from, and nearly 600,000 of those people 

are children.  In a state with an agricultural industry as robust as we have here in PA, that is 

simply unacceptable.”  We completely agree with Secretary Redding!   

 

Mercer County received $9,804 through PASS in 2016.  We were able to “bring to the 

table” apples, strawberries, zucchini, cucumbers, cantaloupe, squash, corn, cabbage, green  

peppers, broccoli and cauliflower – all grown in PA by PA farmers!  This is a win-win 

situation for all involved! 

 

The MARC, went live in July of 2017 as a pilot program for Feeding America, 

Feeding Pennsylvania and its member food banks (of which we are one!) and other Feeding- 

 

 

 

 

America food banks along the Mid-Atlantic region. The 

MARC is a cooperative formed among 24 Feeding America 

foods banks, with the goal of increasing the quantity, quality 

and variety of produce that each food bank is able to 

consistently offer, while keeping costs efficient.  This co-op 

functions within the Philadelphia Wholesale Produce Market 

(a hub of domestic and imported produce).  The MARC is able 

to supply the need for healthy, nutritious, fresh food to those 

in need in our communities by coordinating mixed deliveries 

of varied fresh fruits and vegetables to the CFWMC and the 

other members. 
 

     

Bringing Produce to 

the Table 

 



 

Farm Day 2017 
 

The CFWMC is holding our annual Farm Day in Town Field Trip for area first-graders during the first week of October. This year, almost 700 students from 
Commodore Perry, Greenville, Hermitage, Lakeview, Mercer, Reynolds, Sharpsville, and Sharon will attend. 
 
The goal of this event is to provide agricultural education to young children who otherwise might never have the opportunity to learn where their food comes from 
and in tandem, learn healthy food choices. Current research is showing that obesity levels are highest in low income families because of inadequate nutrition. Many 
of our local schools have high percentages of children who are food insecure. Partnering with local farmers and the 4-H program provides the expertise of farm 
education and opportunity for farm to city mentoring. The field trip, completely free to participating schools, is funded in part by a grant from Red Nose Day.  

Other News 

-September is Hunger Action Month- the month in which Feeding America food banks across the country encourage people to take action against hunger in 
their communities. Take action by signing up for the Race to End Hunger, holding a food drive, or giving our Program/Volunteer Coordinator, Lauren, a call to see 
how you can make a difference in the fight against hunger in Mercer County! 
-The BackPack Program will be starting up again in just a few weeks and is looking for volunteers! Please call CSFP/BackPack Coordinator, Terry Evans, to find 
out more about getting involved.  
-Our MilitaryShare Program will be celebrating one full year in action, this November! The program provides 30 military families with food, once a quarter. Make a 
donation and find out more about the program, by visiting our website.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Pictures, from left: Our mascot, Myron, with students and a teacher from West Hill, Representative Mark Longietti, Lori, and Mimi during Farm Day in Town 2016; Myron with his 
red nose; Allstate Insurance agency owners after packing boxes for MilitaryShare at the beginning of August.  
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